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LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION 
Personal Explanation - Comments about the Pope 

MR M.J. BIRNEY (Kalgoorlie - Leader of the Opposition) [2.39 pm] - by leave:  I make a personal 
explanation regarding my reported comments on ABC radio about the Pope.  I was asked in broad terms by the 
interviewer about the circumstances in which it would be appropriate for a member of Parliament to take a 
partner to an official function.  The point I was attempting to make was that one circumstance in which it would 
be appropriate for a member of Parliament to take his or her partner to an official function would be if the host of 
that function was also accompanied by his or her partner.  I was further asked if I would take my partner to a 
function hosted by the Pope - a hypothetical question.  My response was certainly not flippant, nor was it a joke 
or meant to be insulting to Catholics, of which I am one.  It was, in fact, a slip of the tongue during the cut and 
thrust of a talkback radio segment, which was somewhat opportunistically seized upon by the Labor Party.  
Within hours of the radio interview yesterday, I was in touch with the Archbishop’s office and I communicated 
my regret at making the comments, that they were merely a slip of the tongue and that no offence was intended.  
I am pleased to say that no offence was taken by the Catholic Church or the Archbishop’s office and I 
understand that this message was communicated yesterday in a statement that reads as follows - 

A spokesman for the Catholic Church said he had been assured by Mr Birney that there was absolutely 
no disrespect intended to the Pope, and his explanation is accepted.   

It is a pity that the Labor Party is not as gracious. 

Point of Order 
Mr P.D. OMODEI:  Mr Speaker, yesterday the Premier agreed to table the costs to taxpayers of travel 
undertaken by partners of members of Parliament and I ask whether the Premier intends to table that detail for 
us. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  The Premier gave the commitment yesterday. 

The SPEAKER:  That is not a point of order, as the member for Warren-Blackwood would well know, and I 
call him to order for the third time. 

Mr M.J. Birney:  Are you going to table them, Premier?  Are you going to table the figures?  What have you 
got to hide? 

The SPEAKER:  Perhaps the Leader of the Opposition cannot see me standing. 

Mr M.J. Birney:  I am sorry, I could not. 

The SPEAKER:  I can certainly see the Leader of the Opposition and I call him to order for the second time.   
 


